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him. At last, the hurry to make me set out was so great, that
such of the things as were ready he sent on by rapid conveyance
to Bayonne, at a cost by no means trifling to me.
The Cardinal next examined the list of persons I intended to
have with me, and approved it. To my extreme surprise he
said, however, that I must add forty officers of cavalry and in-
fantry, from the regiments of my sons. I cried out against
the madness and the expense of such a numerous military
accompaniment. I represented that it was not usual for
ambassadors, with a peaceful mission, to take with them such
an imposing force by way of escort; I showed that these officers,
being necessarily gay men, might be led away into indiscreet
gallantries, which would give me more trouble than all the
business of my embassy. Nothing could be more evident,
true, and reasonable than my representations, nothing more
useless or worse received.
The Cardinal had resolved to ruin me, and to leave me in
Spain with all the embarrassments, business, and annoyances
he could. He rightly thought that nothing was more likely to
make him succeed than to charge me with forty officers. Not
finding them, I took only twenty-nine, and if the Cardinal
succeeded as far as concerned my purse, I was so fortunate,
and these gentlemen were so discreet, that he succeeded in no
other way.
Let me add here, before I give the details of my journey
to Spain, in what manner the announcement of these two
marriages was received by the King and the public.
His Majesty was by no means gratified when he heard that
a wife had been provided for him. At the first mention of
mam age he burst out crying. The Regent, M. le Due, and M.
de Frdjus, had all the trouble in the world to extract a ""yes"
from him, and to induce him to attend the regency council,
in which it was necessary that he should announce his consent
to the proposed union, or be present while it was announced
for him. The council was held, and the King came to it, his
eyes swollen and red, and his look very serious.
Some moments of silence passed, during which M. le Due

